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HARBOUR TOWN MELBOURNE BEGINS CONSTRUCTION ON TWO MAJOR NEW 
PRECINCTS.  
 
Docklands, Melbourne: Harbour Town Melbourne announces two major new Entertainment and Fresh Food 
precincts as part of the highly anticipated $150 million redevelopment to reinvigorate the Centre.  
 
Construction will begin tomorrow with the Centre hosting a ground-breaking ceremony at the site of Harbour 
Town Melbourne’s future Entertainment Precinct to be attended by the Lord Mayor Robert Doyle and Planning 
Minister Hon Richard Wynne. 
 
The centrepiece and anchor tenant of the exciting new Entertainment Precinct will be an 8-auditorium HOYTS 
cinema that includes HOYTS Xtremescreen featuring the biggest screen with the best sound called in two of the 
auditoriums, plus state of the art Dolby Atmos sound fitted throughout the entire cinema complex. Complete 
with an expanded food and beverage offering including a selection of hot foods, licensed beverages and Ben & 
Jerry’s to enjoy during the movie.  
 
“HOYTS are very excited to be bringing our revolutionary powered recliners to every seat in every cinema at 
Harbour Town Melbourne, giving every guest the chance to experience the movies in complete comfort. 
Customers are at the forefront of what we do and we know from our existing locations with reclining seats, they 
are loved by our audience. Coupled with HOYTS Xtremescreen, this will be a destination entertainment venue in 
the centre of Melbourne”, said Vincent Lloyd, Chief Financial and Operating Officer, The HOYTS Group. 
 
This latest stage in Harbour Town Melbourne’s redevelopment will mark a significant milestone for the Centre, 
and a new era for Docklands. The redeveloped Centre will benefit not just residents and the growing workforce 
based out of Docklands, but is also expected to revive the precinct’s appeal to tourists and shoppers. 
 
The Entertainment Precinct is set to become one of Melbourne’s most exciting and complete entertainment 
destinations with a number of key brands set to open with HOYTS in mid-2018 including FunLab, (the company 
behind Strike bowling and Holey Moley) and first to Melbourne dining experiences 8Eight Street, an Asian 
hawker-style restaurant and pancake house, Route66 along with a number of other food and beverage offerings. 
 
“Funlab are super excited to have the opportunity to bring our new concept to Docklands, both because of the 
absolute drawing power we think our concept will have, combined with the great brands and experiences that we 
will sit alongside. In my long experience in the entertainment industry I have never seen so much entertainment 
pulling power land on one site- our Docklands concept is going to be a new entertainment benchmark for 
Melbourne and Australia" said Michael Schreiber, Group Managing Director, Funlab. 
 
Neighbouring existing tourism attractions the Melbourne Star Observation Wheel and the O’Brien Group Arena 
(formerly Medibank Icehouse) compliment a number of other first to Australia entertainment experiences 
including trick art museum ArtVo, and Guide Dogs Victoria’s Dialogue in the Dark. 
 
With the Centre due to rename and relaunch later this year, the redevelopment will see Harbour Town Melbourne 
transition from its current outlet model, incorporating a number of high profile international and national retail 
brands to form Melbourne’s newest shopping and lifestyle experience.  
 
The final stage of the Centre’s redevelopment will include a new Fresh Food Marketplace, bringing together the 
design and ambience from some of the best fresh food market places in Europe and the US, set to open in mid-
2019. Anchored by fresh-food giant Woolworths, the first full-line supermarket for Docklands, the Marketplace 
will be complimented by a variety of international and uniquely Melbourne provedores and neighbouring bulk-
discount retailer, Costco. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Harbour Town Melbourne owner, AsheMorgan principal, Alton Abrahams said, “With the marked shift of the CBD 
workforce towards the Docklands, the opportunity is ripe for Docklands to become Melbourne’s gateway to the 
west. Forming partnerships with brands like HOYTS, Funlab and Woolworths is integral to our vision of 
revitalising the precinct by introducing exciting new entertainment, fresh food, dining and retail experiences for 
consumers.” 
 
Following the asset purchase by private real estate investment and advisory group AsheMorgan in late 2014, 
Harbour Town Melbourne has undergone major ambient and aesthetic refurbishment to create a comfortable, all-
weather retail and entertainment precinct. Inspired by Melbourne CBD’s and iconic laneways, major additions 
include bluestone and timber floors, a weatherproof roof structure and the incorporation of planting and laneway-
style greening.  
 
The past 10 years have seen the substantial evolution of Docklands, with a number of major businesses and 
brands relocating to the precinct including ANZ, KPMG, Myer, Channel Nine, Facebook, and Medibank Private, 
joining pioneer tenant, NAB. The precinct has also undergone significant transformation as a place for the 
community incorporating Ron Barassi Snr Park and a new primary school at the western end of the precinct along 
with several new Hotels including Four Points by Sheraton Docklands.  
 

- ENDS - 
 
 
Easily accessible by car, bus and bike, and part of the Free Tram Zone, Harbour Town Melbourne is located five 
minutes from the CBD of Melbourne. Harbour Town offers $10 parking for up to 6 hours and over 100 specialty 
stores open seven days, 10am until 6pm – 440 Docklands Drive, Docklands. 
http://harbourtownmelbourne.com.au/  
 
 

  
BEFORE AFTER 

 
For all media enquiries, images or to speak with a Harbour Town Melbourne representative, please contact:  
Georgina Hood 
iD Collective 
E: georginah@idcollective.com.au | P: +61 3 8554 4888 | M: 0429 997 275 
 

http://harbourtownmelbourne.com.au/
mailto:georginah@idcollective.com.au

